SUMMARIES OF MAIN ARTICLES

Riidiger Schmitt

The Iranian Languages. An Introduction in Five Parts.
Part One: The Term, an Overview, and the Prehistory
of the Iranian Languages

This first instalment of a five-part series starts with a discussion of the
term "Iranian languages”, which is not related to the modem name of the
Iranian state, but is rather based on an old ethnic concept going back to
the self-designation of the "Aryan" or "Indo-Iranian" tribes. The article
further provides a succinct survey of the Iranian languages and of the
three periods of their textual sources in ancient, medieval and Islamic
times, and on the basis of the word for "brother" it illustrates the
connections as well as the differences between them.

The term "[ranian languages" coming from historical linguistics is defined
firstly by means of an enumeration of several linguistic phenomena
typical of the "Indo-Iranian" protolanguage common to the Iranian and the
Indo-Aryan dialects, and in the second place by listing a number of
divergent features of each of the two language groups. Within that
common source there may be recognized also many common, inherited
traditions. The original Indo-Iranian people which spoke this proto-
language presumably had settled in the steppes of Easten Iran and
Central Asia and in the countries to the north, from where first the future
Indo-Aryans and only later the Iranian tribes moved on.

In the couse of time a number of clearly different languages and dialects
has developed from the rather uniform Proto-Iranian language. The deci-
sive phonological changes, which are attested already in the Old Iranian
period in the Avestan and the Old Persian sources and which run through
the entire further development of the Iranian languages in later times, are
again made clear by illustrative examples.

The remaining four parts of this series on the Iranian languages are
planned to appear, from now on, in every second number of SPEKTRUM
IRAN, so that the publication of the entire series will be accomplished by
the end of 1997.
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Almuth Degener
Hunters' Beliefs in Nuristan

The Nuristanis, an Indo-European people closely related to Iranians and
Indians, live in narrow V-shaped valleys in NE Afghanistan. Traditionally
they subsist on agriculture and stock-breeding, besides they collect fruit
etc. from the forest and go hunting. Their favourite game are ibex and
markhor. In Nuristani hunters' stories, the ibexes appear as cattle of the
mountain fairies. Only those ibexes which have previously been
slaughtered and consumed by the fairies may be hunted by humans. After
their meal, the fairies throw the animal's bones back into the hide. The
ibex, thus revived, is sent away in order to be killed by a human hunter.
Similar beliefs are widespread and were until recently current among
hunters in SW Iran.

Mohammad Djavad Tabataba2i
The Social Ethics of Abu CAli Ahmad (ibn) Miskawaih

Abu CAli Ahmad (ibn) Miskawayh (d. 421/1030) was one of the Iranian
intellectuals of the Buyid period, writing in the Arabic language, who
were known to have practised both philosophy and history with equal
competence and a resolve to embark on the most complex socio-ethical
reflections. His "Treatise on ethics" (Tahdib al-ahlig wa-ta2tir al-a% ag)
very clearly reveals wisdom traditions of Greek, Iranian, and Arab origins
which Miskawayh must have been thoroughly familiar with as demonstra-
ted in his compilation "Eternal Wisdom" (AI-Hikma al-halida) or, with its
Persian title, Djavidan herad. This anthology represents a kind of Fiir-
stenspiegel (for the use of the Buyid Shiite ruler) the exact genre of which
is first attested in a work, no longer extant, of Aba CUtman al-Djahiz
(d. 255/868). It must have contained sayings and maxims of ancient sages
and poets. An old tradition claims that Hushang, the mythical king of
times past, produced it for the admonition of his sons and successors.
After a long period of concealment, so the legend goes, it was discovered
under mysterious circumstances. However, it seems obvious that a good
portion of the ideas expressed in the "Eternal Wisdom" goes back to the
original thought of Miskawayh. This moral anthology, and all the more
Miskawayh's "Treatise on ethics”, are of great socio-ethical interest. In
them, a firm conviction is expressed that among all the nations, intelligen-
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ces concur in following the same way, and neither differ according to the
countries involved nor change with the elapsing of time. The essential
thesis of the present essay is that a balance of ethical theory and practice
as well as of politics and ethics was established by Miskawayh and his
socio-ethical ideas. This "middle course", however, was rather short-lived,
for when the Sunnite Seldjukides gained power over the Middle East, the
distinction between ethical theory and practise was cemented and indivi-
dual ethics began to prevail anew.
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