ZUSAMMENFASSUNGEN

Joachim Gierlichs: Extraordinary Creatures in Islamic Art.
Part One: Al-Buraq

This is the first in a series of three articles to appear in Spekitrum Iran on the
depiction of extraordinary creatures, which are frequently found in the art of
the Islamic East, more precisely in Persian and Turkish miniature painting,
The present article deals with the pictures of al-Buraq, who served the Prophet
Muhammad during his nightly and heavenly journey. It seems to be certain that
al-Buraq is, unlike some other odd creatures which occur in Islamic art, a ge-
nuinely "Islamic being" without a known prototype. Furthermore, there was a
surpising variety in iconographic patterns, especially at an early stage. It has
been attempted, however, to show up the general outlines of the development
throughout the examined period from the beginning of the 8th/14th century
onward. Even at the end of the 14th century, the iconography of the Prophet's
'riding servant' did not seem to be subject to strictly defined rules. This is ex-
emplified in an Iranian miniature dating from about 1370 (now in Istanbul,
TSM, H. 2154), where Muhammad is placed on the shoulders of Gabriel. The
presentation of al-Buraq that was then considered as canonical up to Safavid
and Ottoman times (and later), namely as a slender-boned, horse-like being
with a human head, is found for the first time in an east-Iranian Mi€rag-nama
(account of the Prophet's heavenly journey) from the second quarter of the 15th
century. From the middle of the 15th century onward, the depiction of the
MiCrag, and with it of al-Buraq, became part of the standard repertoire of mini-
ature painting. The culmination of this development was reached in the 16th
century under the Safavid rulers who excelled in the patronage of illuminated
manuscripts. An interesting remark may be made quite besides: Contrary to a
wide-spread opinion, that from the 16th century onward the Prophet was
always depicted with his face veiled, images with Muhammad's head unveiled
can be found even at the end of the 16th century. In 18th- and 19th-century
Iran and India, a number of iconographic modifications are to be noted of al-
Buraq, such as the apparition of large wings and a peacock-tail. The latter,
however, was found for the first time already at the end of the 16th century.
Whereas from the 14th to the 18th centuries images of al-Buraq occured main-
ly in the miniatures of illustrated manuscripts, they appear on different materi-
als in Islamic art of the 19th and 20th centuries, such as textiles and verre
églomisé.
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Iraj Afshar: Modern Iranian Historical Research

In past centuries, books on Iranian history - like any historical (and other
learned works) in the Muslim world - were as a rule compiled in Arabic. The
present survey of modern Iranian historiography deals with the more recent
Persian-written accounts of Iranian history. The matter under examination here
is the output of the first six decades of national historical research, i. e. the
relevant critical studies between the constitutional revolution and the Islamic
Revolution in Iran. This period has witnessed radical changes in approach and
methods of historical work, mainly due to an acquaintance, unheard of up to
that time, with foreign languages, to the subsequent systematic study of Euro-
pean sources, and to the growing influence of modern secularized thinking. In
the past decades, many fine studies have been produced in the field of Iranian
historical research by Iranians, and this trend is noted to be going on in the
years following the Islamic Revolution. However much has been achieved, a
great deal is left to be carried out yet in this sense. However, thanks to the
publication of important source materials, many doors and ways stand open for
further painstaking research.

Josef van Ess: The Notion of God
as a Theological Problem in MuCtazili Thought

In Islam, the problem of whether and how God can be known has frequently
been considered not only under an epistemological, but also under a juridical
aspect: To what extent is man obligated to know God? It is true that in the first
place this question needed not be posed since most people held that the notion
of God was innate in man (fira). But as soon as human reason was taken to be
an instrument whereby God could be known, the conviction arose that He
alsoshould be known. Aba I-Hudhayl, who was the first theologian to
formulate a rational argument for the existence of God, was therefore equally
the first to determine the strech of time (muhla) man needs in order to meet the
obligation (faklif) of knowing God. Jahiz then put forward the question of
whether man can reasonably be obligated to know something which he does not
yet know since the obligation to know God already presupposes the notion of
God. He therefore thought the notion of God to be an a priori one, and thus
returned, as it were, to the old fifra position current in the time before Abu
I-Hudhayl. However, one generation later, Jubba®i attempted to demonstrate
that it was possible to do without Jahiz's a priori: Every human being, when
attaining the stage of mental maturity, feels the urge of thanksgiving on behalf
of all the grace and favour to which he owes his well-being. This feeling is
somewhat indistinct at first; man does not know properly yet whom he should
thank. But this is precisely the reason why he wants to personalize his
benefactor and therefore develops the notion of God. - Jubbadi's theory is suited
to be compared with certain modern Western approaches, for instance in
Schleiermacher’s theology, or in the philosophy of religion.
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